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Liberius not only refused the presents which were brought him, but when
the messenger sought means to deposit them as an offering in St Peter's
church, unknown to the pope, he threw them out of doors.    Constantius
hereupon sent for him under a strict guard to Milan, where, in a con-
ference recorded by Theodoret, he boldly told Constantius that Athanasius
had been acquitted at Sardica, and his enemies proved calumniators and
impostors, and that it was unjust to condemn a person who could not be
legally convicted of any crime;   the emperor was reduced to silence on
every article;   but being the more out of patience, ordered him, unless
he complied within three days, to go into banishment to Beroea, in Thrace.
He sent him, indeed, five hundred pieces of gold to bear his charges,
but Liberius refused them, saying he might bestow them on his flatterers;
as he did also a like present from the empress, bidding the messenger
learn to believe in Christ, and not to persecute the Church of God.   After
three days were expired he departed into exile, in 356.    Constantius,
going to Rome to celebrate the twentieth year of his reign, in 357, the
ladies joined in a petition to him that he would restore Liberius, who had
been then two years in banishment.    He assented upon condition that
he should comply with the bishops then at court.   About this time Liberius
began to sink under the hardships of his exile, and his resolution was
shaken by the continual solicitations of Demophilus, the Arian bishop of
Bercea, and of Fortunatian, the temporizing Bishop of Aquileia.   He was
so far softened, by listening to flatteries and suggestions to which he
ought to have stopped his ears with horror, that he yielded to the snare
laid for him, to the great scandal of the church.   He subscribed the con-
demnation of St Athanasius, and a confession or creed, which had been
framed by the Arians at Sirmium, though their heresy was not expressed
in it; and he wrote to the Arian bishops of the East that he had received
the true Catholic faith which many bishops had approved at Sirmium.
The fall of so great a prelate and so illustrious a confessor is a terrifying
example of human weakness, which no one can call to mind without
trembling for himself.   St Peter fell by a presumptuous confidence in his
own strength and resolution, that we may learn that everyone stands only
by humility.   Liberius, however, speedily imitated the repentance of the
prince of the apostles.    And he no sooner had recovered his see than
he again loudly declared himself the patron of justice and truth;   and
when the council of Rimini was betrayed into a prevarication which was
construed in favour of Arianism, Liberius vigorously opposed the danger,
and by his strenuous active zeal averted the desolation with which it
threatened many churches, as Theodoret testifies.1

Constantius, not content to have banished the bishops who favoured
Athanasius, also threatened and punished all the officers and magistrates

1 Theodoret, Hist. lib. ii. c. 17.